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CLEANING INSTRUCTIONS 

 

Always consult the manufacturer for specific cleaning instructions however the following 
basic cleaning instructions apply to most. Always try any cleaning method in a hidden 
area to check results before applying to a conspicuous area. Like any upholstered 
furniture, leather can fade if placed in direct sunlight. 
 

NATURALLY FINISHED LEATHER 

Naturally finished leathers offer the softest touch due to the limited amount of 
processing necessary to turn these hides into quality leather. These leathers will display 
the natural hallmarks of quality leather including: healed scars, stretch marks, wrinkles, 
and subtle differences in grain and shading. Natural leathers will age beautifully, 
developing a soft patina over time. 
 
Normal care for naturally finished leather 
Under normal usage conditions regular dusting and vacuuming with a soft upholstery 
attachment is all that is necessary to clean your furniture. 
 
Minor spots and spills on naturally finished leather 
Wipe excess liquid up immediately with a clean absorbent cloth or sponge. If necessary, 
use a lightly moistened soft cloth with clean lukewarm water and let it air dry naturally. 
If water is used clean the entire area where the spot occurred for example the entire 
seat cushion or arm. Do not soak the stain heavily with water. This may cause more 
damage. 
 
Stubborn stains on naturally finished leather 
If the stain persists, it is recommended that the leather be cleaned by a professional 
leather specialist to avoid any potential damage.  Important to tell clients this versus 
giving them more aggressive tips that can damage the leather. 
 
Butter/oil or grease on naturally finished leather 
Wipe the excess off with a clean dry cloth, then leave it alone. The spot should 
dissipate into the leather after a short period of time. Do not apply water or try to wash 
a butter, oil or grease spot.  
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Products you should not use on naturally finished leather 
Saddle soap, Cleaning solvents, furniture polish, oils, varnish, abrasive cleaners, 
detergent soaps or ammonia water.  
 
 

BRUSHED FINISH LEATHERS 

 

Brushed finish leathers like Nubuk are similar to natural but have a brushed surface 
which gives it a soft velvety hand. These leathers will display the natural marks of 
quality leather including: healed scars, stretch marks, wrinkles, and subtle changes in 
grain and shading. These leathers will take on the look of a weathered bomber jacket 
over time. 
 
Normal care for brushed finish leather  
Under normal usage conditions regular dusting and vacuuming with a soft upholstery 
attachment is all that is necessary to clean your furniture. 
 
Minor spots and spills on brushed finish leather 
Wipe excess liquid up immediately with a clean absorbent cloth or sponge. If necessary, 
use a lightly moistened soft cloth or sponge with clean lukewarm water and let it air dry 
naturally. Do not dry with hair dryers, etc.  
 
Stubborn stains on brushed finish leather 
Moisten a soft cloth or sponge with a mild non-detergent soap and lukewarm water. 
Apply gently to all soiled portions of the leather surface. Remove soap lather by wiping 
with a clean damp cloth. Blot dry with another soft cloth, then let air dry naturally. Do 
not use hair dryers, etc. If the stain persists, it is recommended that the leather be 
cleaned by a professional leather specialist to avoid any potential damage. 
 
Butter/oil or grease on naturally finished leather 
Wipe the excess off with a clean dry cloth, then leave it alone. The spot should 
dissipate into the leather after a short period of time. Do not apply water or try to wash 
a butter, oil or grease spot.  
 
Products you should not use on naturally finished leather 
Saddle soap, Cleaning solvents, furniture polish, oils, varnish, abrasive cleaners, 
detergent soaps or ammonia water 
   
 
 

 



  10.2.15 dc 

WAXED FINISH LEATHERS 

 

Waxed finish leathers have a top layer of wax applied to give the leather an aged 
rugged look. All natural markings are evident in these leathers.  

 

Normal care for waxed finish leathers 
Under normal usage conditions regular dusting and vacuuming with a soft upholstery 
attachment is all that is necessary to clean your furniture. 
 
Minor spots and spills on waxed finish leather 
Wipe excess liquid up immediately with a clean absorbent cloth or sponge. If necessary, 
use a lightly moistened soft cloth or sponge with clean lukewarm water and let it air dry 
naturally. Do not dry with hair dryers, etc.  
 
Stubborn stains on waxed finish leather 
Moisten a soft cloth or sponge with a mild non-detergent soap and lukewarm water. 
Apply gently to all soiled portions of the leather surface. Remove soap lather by wiping 
with a clean damp cloth. Blot dry with another soft cloth, then let air dry naturally. Do 
not use hair dryers, etc. If the stain persists, it is recommended that the leather be 
cleaned by a professional leather specialist to avoid any potential damage. 
 
Butter/oil or grease on waxed finished leather 
Wipe the excess off with a clean dry cloth, then leave it alone. The spot should 
dissipate into the leather after a short period of time. Do not apply water or try to wash 
a butter, oil or grease spot.  
 
Products you should not use on waxed finished leather 
Saddle soap, Cleaning solvents, furniture polish, oils, varnish, abrasive cleaners, 
detergent soaps or ammonia water 
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PROTECTED FINISH LEATHERS 

 

Protected finish leathers have a pigmented finish coat applied to their surface. This 
helps protect the leather from stains and improves the consistency of color from hide to 
hide.  
 
Normal Care for protected finish leather 
Under normal usage conditions regular dusting and vacuuming with a soft upholstery 
attachment is all that is necessary to clean your furniture. 
 
Minor spots and spills on protected finish leather 
Wipe excess liquid up immediately with a clean absorbent cloth or sponge. If necessary, 
use a lightly moistened soft cloth or sponge with clean lukewarm water and let it air dry 
naturally. Do not dry with hair dryers, etc.  
 
Stubborn stains on protected finish leather 
Use a mild non-detergent soap solution. Apply the soap to a clean wet sponge and 
wash, then rinse well. Let air dry naturally. If the stain persists, it is recommended that 
the leather be cleaned by a professional leather specialist to avoid any potential 
damage.  
 
Butter/oil or grease on protected finish leather 
Wipe the excess off with a clean cloth with a very mild solution of soap and water, then 
leave it alone. (The spot should dissipate into the leather after a short period of time.) 
(Do not apply water or try to wash a butter, oil or grease spot.)  
 
Products you should not use on protected finish leather 
Saddle soap, Cleaning solvents, furniture polish, oils, varnish, abrasive cleaners, 
detergents or ammonia water 
 


